THE VICTORIANS AND AFTER
occasionally to the end produce a poem of requisite pith, the remark begs the whole unresolved question of matter and manner, to use a phrase of those days It is true that he did not much care to exercise self-cntiasm (that he was capable of doing so is proved by his adrmiable parody of himself), but then, any restraint would have been fatal The streams of vaned sensation within him were bound to pour themselves out in a tumultuous tonent of words, or to shatter him, the only discipline it was safe to apply was the discipline of prosody We may deplore several poems of politically childish content, but Swinburne was not the sort of man who could divide himself He was not really a pre-Raphaehte poet, he began, indeed, under the wing of its leaders, but it is interesting to see how, beginning with their imagery, he broke away from it to his own His three plays on the theme of Mary Stuart are too bulky to tempt the ordinary reader, they contain some fine passages, and some dramatic moments, but they cannot be ranked as successes A minor triumph, however, is his fragment on Gesare Borgia, The Duke of Gandia, in which, for once, the staggering verbal felicity was tamed, and acted under the control of a directive intellectual force It not only reads well, but plays with great effect 1
More typical, perhaps, of the movement as a whole is William Morns The Defence of Guenevere contains his best, most concentrated verse, and his medieval reconstructions have a reality which most of the similar work of the century lacks He could not produce the effect of tension that Ros-setti did, but a robuster blood flows in the veins of his people, a more generous joy exists in their songs His energy and his capacity are shown to the full in Sigurd and The Life and Death of Jason But more popular and, on the whole, more characteristic of Morris is The Earthly Paradise m which Norsemen and ancient Greeks alternately recount the stones or myths, heroic or romantic, of their respective climes. Just as Morns wrote these tales in vanous Chaucenan metres, from a sense that these were fitting for what he wanted to say, so he seems to have had the same sort of interest in his
1 Swinburne's prose is touched on m the Bibliography.
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